
Parents Make 
the Connection 

 

Research shows that reading is the basis for 
success in school, and success in school in-
creases the likelihood of positive outcomes 
later in life while reducing the likelihood that 
a child will engage in risk behaviors, like drug 
use. 
 
Learning to read, however, doesn’t start 
when a child enters school.  It begins at birth, 
when a child’s brain starts to grow.  90% of 
brain growth happens during the first three 
years of life!  What parents do in the first few 
years helps determine how well a child will do 
in school.   
 
Parents are a child’s first and most important 
teachers! 
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Who are a child’s first and 
most important teachers? 

You. Parents help their 
young children be ready to 
learn when they go to school.   
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